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THIS LISTING OF CLAIMS WILL REPLACE ALL PRIOR VERSIONS, AND LISTINGS, 
OF CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION. 
LISTING OF CLAIMS: 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

I. (currently amended) A method for effecting inside plant load 
balancing a t e looommunioationo owitch in a telecommunications system, the system 
including at least one s\vitch, each switch including a plurality of cards, each card having a 
plurality of ports, each port being adapted to provide a customer with one or more 
telecommunications services, the method comprising: 

compiling a hst of switches, cards and ports available for providing the 
desired services; and 

selecting a port for provision of the desired service on the basis of one or more 
of (a) Q loading of an extent to which other ports on the card on which the port under 
consideration is located are in use, (b) a loading of services on the card, (c) a length of 
jumper wire necessary to connect the port under consideration to a frame in a 
telecommunications central office, (d) a cost of the card on which the port under 
consideration is located, and (e) selected percentage weighting factors for the respective 
priorities of (a), (b) and (c). 

2. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein in the compiling 
step, the list of available switches, cards and ports is maintained in a table in a database. 
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3. (original) A method according to claim 1, fiirther comprising 
soliciting from a user the percentage weighting factors for the respective priorities of (a), (b) 
and (c), the weighting factors adding up to 100%, 

4. (original) A method according to claim 3, wherein in the selecting 
step, available cards are analyzed one by one, in decreasing order of cost, on the basis of (a), 
(b)and(c). 

5. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4, wherein the ports 
on [a] eadi switch are divided into one or more switch equipment groups, each switch 
equipment group is divided into one or more load groups, and eachload group is divided into 
one or more directory groups, the loading of the ports on a card being determined on a load 
group basis, and the connection of ports to a frame being effected in units of directory 
groups. 

6. (currently amended) A computer-readable memory medium for 
controlling a processor-controlled apparatus to effect inside p lant load bakfiee balancing in a 
telecommunications avntoh in a tolocommunioationo system, the system including at least one 
switch, each switch including a plurality of cards, each md having a plurality of ports, each 
port being adapted to provide a customer with one or more telecommunications services, the 
apparatus being controlled to perform a method comprising: 

compiling a list of switches, cards and ports available for providing the 
desired services; and 
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selecting a port for provision of the desired service on the basis of one or more 
of (a) a loading of an extent to which other ports on the card on which the port under 
consideration is located are in use, (b) a loading of services on the card, (c) a length of 
jumper wire necessary to connect the port under consideration to a frame in a 
telecommunications central office, (d) a cost of the card on which the port under 
consideration is located, and (e) selected percentage weighting factors for the respective 
priorities of (a), (b) and (c). 



7. (original) A computer-readable memory medium according to claim 
6, wherein in the compiling step, the list of available sv(dtches, cards and ports is maintained 
in a table in a database. 



8. (original) A computer-readable memory medium according to claim 
6, the method further comprising soliciting from a user the percentage weighting factors for 
the respective priorities of (a), (b) and (c), the weighting factors adding up to 100%. 

9. (original) A computer-readable memory medium according to claim 
8, wherein in the selecting step, available cards are analyzed one by one, in decreasing order 
of cost, on the basis of (a), (b) and (c), 

10. (currently amended) A computer-readable memory medium according 
to claim 9. wherein the ports on [a] eacj^ switch are divided into one or more switch 
equipment groups, each sv\dtch equipment group is divided into one or more load groups, and 
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each load group is divided into one or more directory groups, the loading of the ports on a 
card being determined on a load group basis, and the connection of ports to a frame being 
effected in units of directory groups. 

1 1 . (currently amended) An apparatus adapted to effect inside plant load 
bolonoo balancing in a telecommunications awitoh in a telocommunioatiouG system, the 
system including at least one switch, each switch including a plurality of cards, each card 
having a plurality of ports, each port being adapted to provide a customer with one or more 
telecommunications services, the apparatus comprising: 

means for compihng a list of switches, cards and ports available for providing 
the desired services; and 

means for selecting a port for provision of the desired service on the basis of 
one or more of (a) a loading of an extent to which other ports on the card on which the port 
under consideration is located are in use, (b) a loading of services on the card, (c) a length of 
jumper wire necessary to connect the port under consideration to a frame in a 
telecommunications central office, (d) a cost of the card on which the port under 
consideration is located, and (e) selected percentage weighting factors for the respective 
priorities of (a), (b) and (c). 

12. (original) An apparatus according to claim 1 1, wherein the compihng 
means maintains the list of available switches, cards and ports in a table in a database. 



5 



PACE 8/17 ' RCVD AT 5/5Q004 10:58:41 AM [Eastern Daylight TImel ' SVR:USPT0-eFXRF-1/1 • DNIS:8729306 • CSID:9727183946 ' DURATION (mm-ss) :054a 



05/05/04 WED 08:55 FAX 9727183946 



VERIZON IP 



@009 



U.S. Appln. No. 09/736,934 
Atty. Docket No. 00-5011 

13. (original) An apparatus according to claim 1 1, further comprising a 
means for soliciting from a user the percentage weighting factors for the respective priorities 
of (a), (b) and (c), the weighting factors adding up to 100%. 



14. (original) An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the selecting 
means analyzes available cards one by one, in decreasing order of cost, on the basis of (a), 
(b) and (c). 

15. (currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
ports on [a] each switch are divided into one or more switch equipment groups, each switch 
equipment group is divided into one or more load groups, and each load group is divided into 
one or more directory groups, the loading of the ports on a card being determined on a load 
group basis, and the coimection of ports to a frame being effected in units of directory 
groups. 

1 6. (currently amended) Computer code for controlling a computer to 
effect inside plant load balance balancing in a telecommunications awitoh in a 
telooommunications system, the system including at least one switch, eacl^ switch including a 
plurality of cards, each having a plurality of ports, each port being adapted to provide a 
customer wath one or more telecommunications services, the computer code comprising: 

code for compiling a list of switches, cards and ports available for providing 
the desired services; and 
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code for selecting a port for provision of the desired service on the basis of 
one or more of (a) a loadinc of an extent to which other ports on the card on which the port 
under consideration is located are in use , (b) a loading of services on the card, (c) a length of 
jumper wire necessary to connect the port under consideration to a frame in a 
telecommunications central office, (d) a cost of the card on which the port under 
consideration is located, and (e) selected percentage wei^ting factors for the respective 
priorities of (a), (b) and (c). 

17. (original) Computer code according to claim 16, wherein in the code 
for compiling maintains the list of available switches, cards and ports in a table in a database. 

18. (original) Computer code according to claim 16, the code further 
comprising code for soliciting from a user the percentage weighting factors for the respective 
priorities of (a), (b) and (c), the weighting factors adding up to 100%, 

1 9. (original) Computer code according to claim 1 8, wherein in the code 
for selecting, available cards are analyzed one by one, in decreasing order of cost, on the 
basis of (a), (b) and (c). 



20. (original) Computer code according to claim 19, wherein the ports on 
[a] each switch are divided into one or more switch equipment groups, each switch 
equipment group is divided into one or more load groups, and each load group is divided into 
one or more directory groups, the loading of the ports on a card being determined on a load 
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group basis, and the connection of ports to a frame being effected in units of directory 
groups. 
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